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ARGVMENTS 
Vvhich warrarited che Scoftiſh- Subie&s | 
' - .lwtfullytotakeup Armes in defence of their Religionand 
2 Liberty when they-were im danger. Extracted outof 


the Manulcriprs of one of theichiefe:- | od | 
[* LW TP | Reformers. | | | 


EE ery uſefull and neceſſary for theſe aka 


Thetimesdoerequire that the poirits fol- 
lowing be preſſcdupon the People, both by the Preas | 
' »  chersin publick, andby underftanding,and | 
well-afteed perſons in'private  : / | 
conference. 


| cauſe our chief Adverfaries © who ace enemics. to the 
Goſpell of Chriſt, to the ſalvation of the peoples ſoules,and 
| to the peace of this Church and: Kingdome ) have from the 
' beginning advanced their ungodly and Antichriſtian courſe 
Jby lycs and perſecution; by craft and-cruelty, which. hath 
' becne their moſiſubtill and Nrongeſl, arguments ; and now || 
 ( when as by. Excommunication themlelyes axe give to 
Sackan; who has betnca lyer arid murtherer from the. beginning ) whey haye pur - 
away 4ſconfrience:countenance, and:naturall aFeRion to their Countrey ; The 
thercfare would be dealt with, that: out Adverfaries fraudulent lyes, and 
deviſes de nurbelceved, nor their forces, and threatened violence Te: feared 
es of God, Rememberthes hellifh Maxune 3 .. 
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'2: Thatenicic be earngtly, recommended, as that Which Addaghenath che." 
auſe, and which being heldth faſt with verery, will make us invincible ; ;and on © 
the contrary that diviſions-by allmeanes. maybe avoyded, as thatwhich from the _ . 
beginning has becne principally intended, and many wayes ſought for by our © 
enemies ; and which once ;e' #. place, will bring ws to' a cextaipe ruine, and 
make us of all people moſt contemprible and miſerable, expoſing our felves to the 
wrath of God for our perfidious dealing in his Covenant, to the metcilefſe cruelty 
of our enemy; to the hifſing and reproach ef all Nations about us, and to bee: a 
Sriefe to all the godly, who have beene continually in their prayers and prayſes to 
God for us all rhis tine by paſt. | | X 
; 3+ That it be frequently remembred, hew the finger and. power of God, and 

the loye and mercy of God by many admirable eyidences has beene manifeſt, and 
in this great worke of reformation, and how the Lord either. by blowing upon all 
the devices of our enemies, or by turning them backe- upon Fir Fa turned 
all their wiſ&ome unto fooliſhneſle, ſo that we may have confidence in time ro 
come, beleeyingand ſaying with the Prophet, Lord thou wilt ordaine peace for us, 
for thou O Lord haſt wrought for 15. | 

Y 4+ Thatthe people be not troubled when they heare of warres and rumours - 
of warres, and that they may neither be affraid of ſhadowes, nor moved with re- - 

- monſtrances be they never fo {pecious, nor deceived with promiſes : but that they 

themſelyes denounce warre againſt theic owne finnes as their greateſt enemies, ſub- 
mitting themſelyes obedicntly to folluw their Leaders whom God atthis time hath 
raiſed up, and furniſhed largely with counſell and courage for the good” of "this 
Church and'Kingdome. | ; p 
5- Thatitbe remembred what has beene our manifold defeRtions in;Difſci- 
pline, Sacraments, Worſhip and DoRrine, through the want of lawfull nationall 
Aſſemblies, and through the ufurpation of the Prelartes theſe many yeares by paſt ; 
and that a greater meccy could not have beene ſheived to this Land, then a free, 
Full, and nationall Afſembly, ſuch as that which was indicted. by his Majeſtic' at 
"Glaſgow, ridding this Church of rhe Prelates, the authoursand executioners of 'all 
-gQur woes ; That they may be carneſt in "their prayers -with'God, that as he has 
'beene pleaſed to ſetup our reformation againe with a ſtretched ont hand, he may. 
alſo be graciouſly pleaſed to uphoki his owne wocke, and make the-Kings Maje- | 
Rie a nurfing father to the Church in this Land. - © 
 _ 6+ That Miniſters and Profeflors may acquaint-rhemſelves with the'ats of 
Aſſembly, efpecially thatagain{ Epiſcopacy, with the Proteftation! and;Anſwers 
= tothe Declaration made by the Commiſſioner; and to the declinature: of the Aſc 
fembly by the Biſhops that from theſe they may be able 1237 => frm .to anſwer 
the exceptions and objeNtions of theadyerſaries, and to remove the ſcruples of 'the 
weaker ; and that when need is, both the information for Ergland, ind the lat 
ſupplication - knew in publ.icke. that the-Comnione-may fee how falfly' wee 
are traduced; and how reaſonable our deſires are. 3 an 
7. That the Rate of the queſtiowat this time may be cleared to the people, be- 
rweenethe King and lus Kingdome, thatall men may know how p juſtly we are 
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}F. + "invaded, and howjull atid neceffary our defence is; The queſhon is not whethes | | 
| we ought to honour the King; for we acknowledge him'to be Gods Depurie-and | | 
' Vice-gerent ; Or whether ve ought to obey the King; for God hath 'given him 
- power and authority to command and governe : Or whether we ought to' "tender 
"unto Ceſar that which is Ceſars,for thar we defire to: doe moſt cheareftilly+: Or 
- whether we ought to feare the King, for he is ſet over us to doe Juſtice, 'and we 
* ought not'only to feare hith, but alſo be affraid left any hurtſhould come unto 
* him, as the people were affraid of David, 2/Sam.18.3, Neirher is the queſtion | | 
- whether hotour ſhould be given unto evill and wicked Superiours, for as our Ad- |} 

verfaries by moving ſuch queſtions ar this time under pcetext of duty, 'doe wrotg || 

and diſhonour to the Kings gracious Majeſtic : ſo we profeſle inthe generall, that | 
+the wickednefſe of man cannot make voide Gods vcdiriance'* : and therefore al- |! 
* though wwe had froward and wicked Superiours,yet obedience and honour is tohe 
iven unto them as Kings being ſct up of God, as it were in his wrath, Hoſ.1 3:11. 
 Jerem.27.17. Neither 1s the queſtion whether we ought abſolute obedience utfto 
vill Majeſtrates, for our Adverfaries doe not affirme ( whatſocyer be their judge- 
nents and praRiles )-that Adalo in mals, & ad malum ef} obediendum, that we muit 
ob&y an cvill man in an evill thing ; but thar Kings are-to be obeyed in fo farre as 

| their commandements, are not contrary unto Gods conmandements : and if God 
command one thing and they command thecontrary, in this caſe it is better to '6- 

' bey God then man, A#.4.19. Neither.is the queſtion after the invaſion of the King 
( which: is the divelliſh and diſpitcfull calumny of the diſnatured enemies of this 
. Church and Kingdome;, againſt which our conſciences, and all our ations are as 
. may witneſles, as is at large expreſt in our information for England but the quie= 

' ſtion is meerely and fimply about our owne juſl defence and {afetie ; and in this 
caſe alſo we muſt put a difference berwixr the King reſident in the kingdome, and || 
' by opening his cares to both partyes rightly informed ; andthe King farre from us ||| 
- in another kingdome hearing the one party and miſ-infarmed againſt rhe other : [| 
| berwixtthe King, as a King proceeding royally according to the Lawes of. the 
| kingdome againſt Rebels, and the King as a man comming downe from his {| 
Throtnie ( againſt the feer whereof the humble ſupplications of his Subje&s lyeth - || 

. yet unanſwered ) and marching furiouſly towards his loyall and well meaging 

_ people : Berwixt a;king who is a ſtranger to Religion, and ryed no fur her bur. 
according to his owne pleaſure, to the profeſſors of Religion living in his Domini- 
ons, and our Kingprofeſſing with us the ſame Religion,and obliged by his Fathers 

| death, and his owne Oath to defend us his owne SubjeRs, our lives, Religion, li- 
berties and Lawes. Againe, difference muſt be put betwixt ſome private perluns |: 
taking Armes for reliltance, and.inferiour Magiſtrates, Countellouts, Judges;No- - || 
 ' bles, Petces of the Land, Paliament-men, Barons, Burgefſes, and the whole body || 
of a. kingdome , except fome fery States-men, Courtiers, Papifis or popiſhly || 
affe ted, and their adherents ſtanding to theic owne defence” : Berwixt Subjets 
ryſing and ſtanding out agaialt law and reaſon. that they may be freed from the 
yoake of cheirobedience, and a people holditig faſt their Allegiance to their Sove- 
raigne, and in all humility ſupplicating for Religion and Juſtice : Berwixt a If 
people, : | 
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- violence is manifeſt viz. 


| "jeſtie to be {wornc by his Connſcllors and all che pcople as ic Was pro 
- the firſt 3 Betwixt, a peopleplcading for their owns fancycs, foolleryes and ine- 


— Tn nm Tenn 


poigls.powing to introduce: novations in Religion arms contrary to the 


 wes,anda people eng nothing lo muchas apalnit a novarions ro aye the 
[- 


ſame Religion ratified whighkath becne-profeſt fince the reformation, and hath 
not only beenc ſolemnly '{wome unto long apocby he Rings Majoltie and the 
whole Kingdom both- of old and of late, but alſo commande 


by the Kings Ma» 
ofefſed at 


ventions, and a people ſuſpending their Iydgement and praftife abouc things 
contravertcd till they. be FABLE ina nationall Aﬀcrobly thee ing 
and proper Indicatory and after determination receving and Randing for the ats 
of that aflembly. EE PET ec 5 

The qu-ftion then is whether in this caſe and matters ſoſtanding betw ixe the. 
Kipg and che: Kingdome, a defenſive warte belawfull ; or whether the people 
ought to: defend themſelves againſt extreatric violence and oppreſſion bringiag 
utter raine upon the Church and Kingdom, upon th-mſelves and their polter.ty 2 

| That it is lawful] for us to take armes for olir own defence ag2inlt ſuch unjuſt. 


From the uorcaſonablenefſe and abſurdity of firch Court Parazites, as for thejr 


| owne baſe ends maintaine the abſolute ſovernizgnty and unliinirted power, of 


authoritic, to the grear hurt both of Princes and People, by pong. fy the bonds 
of civill ſocictics, while Princes againft the ſtrongeſt bands of Oa 


or of all the ſubjects, and che people ſhall doc nothing but tice, which ts. impoſ-_ 


* ſible, or ſuffer th:mſelves tobe maſfacred and cut off. 


From that Lyne and order of ſabordination, wherein the' Magiſtrate Is placed 


' Under God the great Supzriour, and the Suvjects are placed under God the great, 


andunderthe Magiſtratethe lefſer Superiour, when the Magiſtrate commandeth- 


contrary to God, and gocth withour his order and line, efpecially fo: farre: as. to 


* Invade by Armes1f they obey not, the SubjeRts Keeping of their owne The and 


order, and defending ' themſelves, is not difobedienee to the Mapiſtrate, bur 
obedience to God, who ( inthis point fo long as the Magiſtrate runneth this 
courſe) becommeth their immediate Snperiour, and-as under the Mapiſtrate, 
they ought to defend themſclves againſt all invaſion from without, fo in this. 


ht | 
| abuſeof Gods ordinance they ought to defend themſelves agairſt all violence 


from within , otherwiſe they doe fmne againſt God and their owne foiles "_ 


An inferiour Officer ought to keepe his owne fation-in the Army, even. when 
his Captaine gocthout of his Iyne and order, and taketh part with the enemy, 
and in this caſc is bound no lefe then before under his Collonel} or Generall to 
fight for himſclfc, and the fafetic of the whole Army againfihis owne Capraine, 


It were again(t {ence and reaſon; to fay that he mult give his neck to the ſword” 
of his Captaine without regardto theGenerall, the whole "Army and his owne - 


life. Yea, every ſouldicr ought to defend the. whole Army againſt the Generalj 
himſclfe, if he turne an enemy: | 
3» From ow... 3« Let every ſewle;&c. whoſocyer refiſteth tho power; reſiſteth 


y theenly competcne 


| ; To! ; es and Layes, 
may doe what they pleaſe to the ruine of Religion, the lives and liberties of ſome;. 
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Tence is nor the Ordinance of Grd theneE te 
' for conſcience ſake : for the wholecqurſe of the Apr 


_ - exclude itfrom the Apoſtles argument, admitting the cefiſtance thereof to be laws 


\ order that appointeth us to obey the'$ upream M ag 


| Vice-gerent is to him. 


i' Tfa private nign be bou 
ramme inculpate tmgels, agat 
"him by violence, and not perſuing him Judicially , - and by order of Law .. and 


pt wales <A | 

the Ordinance of God ; Rulers are not texroue to good-works but to evill ; hee is © 
the Miniſter of God for thy gogdy jyherafige wee mult needs be ſubject not only 

for wrath, but for conſcience ake 7 | Efantrary, - eeew2 7 and unjuſt vis* | 
nce of excfore be that rehiſteth itrefieth notthe'O:< 
dinance of God , Sich Rulers areagerrous unto good works not to evill, they ate 
not the Miniſters of God for qur good, neither can-wee in this be ſubje& to them 
| ument runneth againſt 


NE WAI FOUR EL], AAPRIFSS ATE Gore 
the reſiſtance of lawtull power, commanding things od and lawfull'; wee muſt 
either acknowledge tyratiny to be the Ordinance of God and for our good,or elte © 


* 


full at leaſt by the ſhield for def:nce, if nor by the ſword for invaſion; | 
..4+,;From the cnd of, Magiſtzacy;:the Lord hath ordained Magiſtrates to be his 
Minifters for the goud of his people, whence have proceeded theſe commonprin- 


ciples of -policy ; Princes principally are.fox the people and defence , and'nor the 
| 7 principally for themzthe ſafety and good of the people is the ſupream Law, 


agilttacie the inferiour and ſubordinate Law ; The people maketh the Magi- 


ſtrate, butthe Magiſtrace maketh not the people; The Magiſtrate cannot be with- | 
' out the people , The body of the Magiſtrate is mortall, the body ofthe people, im- 
. mortall: and therefote.it were a dire. overturning of all the foundation of poli- 


cieand governinent to preſerve ſubjeRtion to the Prince, to the preſervarion of the 
Commun-wealth, or to expoſe the publick wherein every mans perion , family 
and private cſtate is contained, to be a prey tothe fury K the Prince, rather then 
by all our power to defend and pref sxeieCommonwcalh. + __ 
4 F- ,Fromthe fubordigazion ofpowers appoitaed Ty God; for the ſame law and : 
giltrate, rather then his Deputy 
and Infeziours, Uppointeth us alto ro-obey.Ged rather than man ; and the fame 
Law and Order that biddeth us defend the Supzeam Magiſtrate againſt the unjuſt * 
inyaſign.of his Deputy and Iriferiours, commandeth ys alſo-to. defend Gods right 


_ and topreicrye the peoples $$ againlt the unjutinvaſion of the Supream Ma- 


giſtrate, who can be thought no leffe ſubordinate to God , - then: his Inferiour or. 


6. Frem the Covenant betwixt the people and God ; for the people and Ma- 
Piſtrateare joyntly bound in Covenant with God for obſerving -and preſerving 


the Commandements of the firſt and ſecond. Table, as may;be ſeen jn the books of 


Samuel, Kings,and Chronicles: And as the fault of the people would nor excuſe the 
Magiſtrates negligence.ſo the fault of the King would not excuſe the people if they | 
zxe6ft not his violence preffing ther-agaialt the Covenant of God: This Argu= 
ment is ftxongly.preſſed bydound and rehgious Politicians. | 

| nd oy the Law of Nature to defend himſelf, Cam mode- 


the Prince or Judge as a pcivare man ,* invading 


may repel] 'yiolence with violence; And if a chaſt woman; may defend her owne 


\body that; itbe nor deffled by the Adyiterer (though his place be never ſo great: ) 


IfChildren may relilt the wiolent invalionr of parents  4g2inkt themſelves , ' theix 
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' cannot be demied, 
| elves by arwes againſt the injuſt invaſion or oppreſſion of the Magiſtratygj yer to 
_ the matters preſently debartd berwixt the King and his people , they aſe 


; > 4 ' 
Hel ISS WE LE os 
Mother ; or the Family (notwithtanding the great obligation berwixr Parents 
and Children ) and ſervatits way hol the hands of their Parents ſeeking to kill* 
them in their cage : Tf. Martners .and Pallengers nay fave themſelyes by refiting 
bim who fitting at the Heling will run the =_ gnink thersck, orby hindering 
the Prince himſelf (not'only by = EATe of-mourh , ' but alſo by firengrch of 
hand) romiſgoyernf the Ship to their Foe mpwracky, much: more may the 
whole body defend it ſelf againſt any inyahon wharſoever, EL 0IQ'S Ig 
+8. From example of Scriprturg, 1-Sa,4-45. Chron,26,1718,r9.- 2 Kmgs tt. 
I Sam.23. whery David had 600 men forhis defence, and would haye kept” Ker- 
lah againſt the King, neither himfelf, nor the High Prieft, doubting of the law- 
fulnefl thergof, only ſuſpeCting the treachery of the' Keilzes. Examples of the 
Reformed Churches in Fravce, Germany, the Low Countries, Sweden, and the ex- 


« 


ainple oF our own Reformers. | | 

- 9. Fromthe example not only of Popiſh Writers ,' but alſo of the Divines of 
the reformed Churches , eyen of fuch as will be ſtrong pleaders for Monarchicall 
Government, neither is {a/viz againſt us bur for us; from the teſtimony of the 
moſt judicious Lawyers and Learned men; who had written contra Monarchoma- 


box. 


20.” From the munall contra& berwixt the King and the people , as may be 


"ſeen in the ARts of Parliament, and order of Coronation. | 


11. From the Acts of Parliament ratifying the authority of the three Eflates, 


and froin our oiwn Ecclefiaſhicall and Civill Hiſtory. / 


12. From our Covenantlately ſworn and ſubſcribed, binding us to'defend #5 


[Rings Majeflies perſon andauthority in defence of the true Religion, and ro de- 
fend the true Religion againſtall perſons whoſoever. 


j 
Objett. Ir is objected , that although upon the former and the like reaſons it 
but ir mut be lawfull in ſfomt caſes for ſubjeRs to defend them- 


neither 
flindamenrall in Religion, nor yet of that importance;that wee ſhould Fnrer into 


' a bloudy Warre, which bringeth with it ſo many certain evils , and yyhereof the 
_eyent is ſo uncertain. - : ; 


Avrſi1. No marters of Religion hath ſo great weight in the mintds 6f world] 


* men that they ſhould hazard their wordly eſtate for any thing of that kind, Gallo 
* careth for none of theſe things. Feſtus ſayth, that the Tews had certaind queſtions 


again't Pax of their own ſuperſtition , and of one Jeſus , who was dead, whom 


* Paul affirmed to be alive. If wee receive hine, the Romans will comt and deſtroy our 


© yerted rtray be (mall in appearance; but great infibtadee.. © ©: 51554 


place and our Citie, has been a preyailing maxime ihe minds wordly men" 
Arſw.2. The greateſt queſtions in Religion dog carry ſombtimes very ſmall 


| ſheiw, witnes the words of 3uwnD- and 5,aww1@ ZSeand Iu $jSrhiO- and $d/FrcOr, 
* wherfin the difference did {ftand berwixt the' Hecetieks andjOrthodox 6fold,elefts 
_ nomen, and elctt; partic prium » pro fgnifying vice,-and Genifying yy" onhis; which : 


doe contain the difference betwixt the Armitianfatid iis bt lare. Matt&s contto- 


Anſw. 


: / 
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| Office, or further then the Word of Goddoth require ? And if ir be of humane in- 


- of Chriſt in appointing the chiefeſt Office-bearers of his houſe without warrant 


reqf is neceflary to-laly 
wag at one tune and in qne> 
is not thus neceſſary >for 


have the authority of Ordination and Juriſdition ; to bea Lotd of Parliament, + |} 
Councell, Convention, Exchequer,and Seffion, which either the Biſhop mull door © | 
othetwiſe he cannot ſerve the Kings rurn(as they th-&lelves {peake;)he is willingly - 
blinded that feeth not how materiall this is, for beſides the fin in the office it wp it 
bringeth with it the ruine of all Religion,by dividing the City ofrhe wal wnd the 
Vineyard of her hedge-Ir is cither ignorance or deception to ſpeak of caveats,for if 
the Office be of Divine inſtitution why ſhould it be limited rather then one other 


Airution it ought ro be cejeRed as a preſumpruous uſurpation upon the Kingdome 


from himſelf; and an intoleriblederogarion to his full and perfit wiſdome, as if * | 
he had not accompliſhed his houſe with Offices and Office-bearers , burleft them +. || 

to the determination of man , which not only'in the myſtery of Godlineſſe ,-but 
alſo in maters of Ecclefiaſticall Government is enmity againſt the wiſdome of 
God. We havealready experience of Caveats , and now to hazard ſhipwrack the * || 
ſecond time by-making ſuch Pirats again to be our Pilots were deſperat madnefſe. ||| 
But the Proclamation tels us that there are other matters of difference then E- | 
iſcopacy; and therefore laſtly, the queſtion is now whether wee ſhall have a free - | | 
National Church; or any other Religion hereafter, but ſuch as is or ſhall becom- - | | 
manded by arms (the only medium or argument which now is uſed for that which *| | 
13” | 


| 

[ 
{| 
|} 
' 


wed eee 


lt they have bi 
va they knov tos 
| = 5 way « ro: f Navy of ; Aly hover Linemabte po eye ynetite 
they ſhall ea + <2 Prins won |< hame againe to their old Maſter : unlelſe 


we doe ftand faſt to our liberty, we fan leokfor necieg but miſcrable and per- 
| peri flavery- | 
Fa 
Fs. | FINIS. = 
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